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July 11, 2016 

 
Julie, 
  
Per our meeting and quick review of the Pioneer at Lithia design by KenCairn, I would 
recommend approval of the original design, per plan, for the following reasons: 
  
1.  Per the tree inventory, KenCairn states that the existing red maples have poor tolerance 
to construction and that the westerly most Maple is in poor health.  With this 
information and review of the proposed design, I agree that all 3 maples should be 
removed and replaced per proposed plan. 
2.  The existing grade changes in this area and the goals of the redesign, make the 
proposed walls important to the future overall use of this space.  Removal of the Maples to 
allow for the construction of these walls and required excavation and footings appears 
to be mandatory due to the proximity of the trees to the construction. 
3.  Warrens Red Maples as replacement trees will provide quick growth and are readily 
available in large sizes, up to 4" caliper from Northwest Shade Trees.  
  
Let me know if you need any additional information.  Thanks. 
  
  
Laurie Thornton 
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Arborist Assessment  

 

Project ID 

Pioneer Parking Lot 

Pioneer at Lithia 

 

Overview 

The following is an assessment of the existing trees for the proposed projects at the parking lot on Pioneer Rd, 

and the corner of Pioneer and Lithia Way.  The tree numbering designation used here coincides with the plan 

drawings labeled “Pioneer Parking Lot L 1.0” and “Pioneer at Lithia L 1.0.”  We found the tree legend on these 

plans to be accurate and so have not here replicated the list of species, their sizes, etc.  The assessment has been 

grouped into smaller sections by location within the project area. 

 

Pioneer Parking Lot 

Trees #1 - #4 

Cupressus sempervirens (Italian cypress) of good to moderate health growing in restricted root zone. 

Recommend removal and replacement by a more suitable shade-giving tree such as the Zelcovas proposed in 

the planting plan. 

 

Trees #5 - #8 

#5: Acer platanoides (Norway maple). Limited root zone may not allow for full growth potential, but otherwise 

healthy. 

 

#6: Note that L 1.0 designates this to be a Fraxinus oxycarpa (Raywood ash), indeed there is a plaque at the 

base of the tree stating as much, but the tree is a Norway maple. Except for some girdling roots, the tree appears 

healthy.  There is a small Raywood ash between Trees 5 and 6 which is of poor form and vigor for which 

removal is recommended. 

 

#7 and #8: Raywood ash.  Both trees of poor form and limited root zones. Recommend removal and 

replacement. 
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Trees #9 - #18 

#9, #10: Raywood ash.  Poor form. #9 has limited root zone. #10 has a co-dominate leader growing over road. 

These leaders are at greater risk of failure. Recommend removal and replacement. 

 

#11, #12, #13: Norway maples. Some minor human-related damage on bark (#13) and a girdling root (#11). 

Overall of good health.   

 

#14, #15, #16: Pistachia chinensis (Chinese pistache). Beginning to interlock canopies with adjacent maples, 

but overall of good health. #16 appears to be of slightly less heath and may be a candidate for removal if needed 

from a design perspective. 

 

#17, #18:  Raywood ash. Poor form. Limited growth potential and root zone. Slight lean of main trunk (#17). 

Recommend remove and replace. 

 

Trees #19-#22 

#19, #20, #21: Cotinus coggygria (Smoketree). All of good size and health.  These are nice small tree 

specimens. A downside being they do not have as great of shade-giving potential as a full sized tree species. 

The small boxelder trees (not labeled on plans) of poor form and health existing between the smoketrees are 

unlikely to fill this role and for which removal is recommended. 

 

#22: Quercus ilex (evergreen oak). Appears healthy. Perhaps a bit out of place from a design perspective. 

 

Trees #23 - #27 

Recommend removing over-crowded Raywood ash (#26) in favor of retaining 4 Carpinus betulus (hornbeams). 

 

Trees #28 - #30 

Recommend removing badly damaged red maple (#29) and retaining hornbeams (#28, #30) 

 

Trees #31 - #33 

Recommend removing 2 Raywood ash (#31, #32) and replacing with a more suitable species. 

 

 

 

Pioneer at Lithia 

Trees #1-3 

Overall these 3 trees are of good to moderate health. Their biggest limiting factor is lack of a good growing 

medium. They all are existing in very restrictive root zones and are most likely reaching, or have reached, the 

end of their growth potential, which may limit their long-term ecologic and aesthetic value. Replacement done 

in such a way as to allow for full tree growth potential (ie access to larger root zone) is worth considering.  

Ideally, the space could provide for 1-2 large, fully mature trees. 

 

#1: Acer rubra (red maple). Overall of good health.  Contains co-dominate stems characteristic of this species, 

which can increase the likelihood of failure.  This tree is growing in a very restricted root zone and has likely 

reached its growth potential. Recommend root zone enhancement and/or removal. 

  

#2: Red maple. Good health. Soil appears compacted and devoid of organic materials. Some minor damage to 

bark. Recommend root zone enhancement and/or removal. 

 



#3: Red maple. Moderate health. Severely restricted root zone. Roots appear bound. Very little growth exhibited 

over the last year (approximately 1”).  Recommend removal and replacement if the area can be designed in such 

a way as to allow for a larger root zone area, enabling a tree to achieve a greater growth potential.  

 

 

 

Discussion on Raywood Ash 

Fraxinus oxycarpa are characterized by weak wood, poor structure, and relatively common occurrence of 

failure. Failure occurs from either co-dominate stems or by uprooting when constricted root zones cannot 

support the weight of the crowns. In operating a tree service in the area, this species is one of the most common 

trees we are called upon to remove after they have failed. The Rayood ash in this project area are likewise of 

poor structure and have reached the limit in size of what I would consider safe given their available viable root 

zones and that they are in a highly trafficked areas.  

 

Recommendations 

Specific recommendations were provided above regarding the removal of the Raywood ash and Italian cypress 

trees. Few recommendations were given for healthy trees. Most notably the Norway maples and Chinese 

pistache (#11 - #16). Given that that the trees are healthy, the decision to remove or retain should ultimately be 

made on through the lens of a design perspective in keeping with the long-term goals the City has for the 

location.  

 

We would suggest however, that options be explored to leave some healthy trees and/or phase-in some 

removals and replanting over time.  Doing so would greatly soften the visual impact of the transition period as 

well as allowing the current benefits to continue.  

 

The replacement trees proposed in the plan documents are excellent choices.  They make good use of the 

available space, species selection is suitable for the area, and should provide a net benefit gain over time. Taken 

as a whole, or in part, they have the potential to provide very good canopy cover, aesthetic enjoyment, and long-

term benefits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


